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VHC is pleased to announce the opening of our latest exhibition, MOTHERING, a group 

exhibition that brings together works by Aravani Art Project, Chathuri Nissansala, Liactuallee, 

Roghayeh Najdi, and Shivangi Ladha, extending within an intimate framework that 

reconsiders “mothering” as a radical, expansive act of care, resilience, and kinship 

—expanding beyond biological ties. While “mother” is a word that holds multitudes, here it 

becomes both noun and verb: a doing, a becoming, a holding together. This exhibition 

explores how alternative forms of mothering—within queer subcultures, matriarchal 

lineages, and chosen families—flourish at the peripheries of dominant social structures. 

The exhibition will preview on Saturday, 2 August 2025, from 7:00 to 9:00 PM at VHC | Vida 

Heydari Contemporary. It will run through 5 September 2025.  

 



ABOUT THE ARTISTS 

 

ARAVANI ART PROJECT 

 

Aravani Art Project was founded in 2016 as a collective movement working to enable the 

Transgender community through visual arts, socially inclusive experiments, and 

transformations. The project began in Bangalore, and with teams across Mumbai and 

Chennai, they have since then created safe spaces for alternate voices through art. Aravani 

examines their spaces of innovation, the places of their history, and creates a room to learn 

by transforming this knowledge into public arts. The streets are particularly important places 

to do their work, as it is in these public spaces that the bodies of Transgender-identifying 

people attract violence, harassment, social negligence, and pressure. The collective consists 

of cis women and women from the Transgender community. 

 

Aravani Art Project had their debut solo exhibition titled “On The Cusp Of The Eighth Day” at 

Gallery XXL, Mumbai in 2025. Recently, the Aravani Art Project was part of the 2024 Venice 

Art Biennale curated by Adriano Pedrosa. Since their inception, Aravani Art Project has 

painted significant murals across India, some of which include Endrendrum Penmai (Forever 

Womanhood) at Kannagi Nagar, Chennai in 2020; Me/We Project with St+Art India 

Foundation at Dharavi, Mumbai, in 2020; One for All for Levi’s India in Bangalore in 2019; 

and Trans Lives Matter for the 2019 Lodhi Art Festival by St+Art India Foundation in New 

Delhi in 2019. 

 

 

CHATHURI NISSANSALA 

 

Chathuri Nissansala, born in 1993 in Colombo, Sri Lanka, is a multidisciplinary artist whose 

practice spans performance art, painting, sculpture, and graphic arts. She/They holds a 

Bachelor’s in Fine Arts from Chitra Kala Parishath, Bengaluru, and a Master’s in Visual Arts 

from Maharaja Sayajirao University of Baroda, Vadodara. Chathuri’s work addresses complex 

themes of gender, class, queerness, and nationalism in Sri Lanka. 

Chathuri’s notable solo exhibitions include Ritualizing Mutant Encounters at Barefoot 

Gallery, Colombo in 2024 and Ritualizing the Disfigured: Memorials of Healing from Sri Lanka 

at Anant Art Gallery in 2021. Her significant group exhibitions and performances include This 

Land is Not Mine, Mother! curated by Natasha Ginwala as part of Colomboscope; Way of the 

Forest curated by Natasha Ginwala, Hitmang Gurang, Sarker Protik, and Sheelasha 

Rajbandria in 2024; The Order of Nature in collaboration with the Geoffrey Bawa Trust, and 

Crafting the Cross Roads at Dhi Art Space, Hyderabad in 2022. She has also participated in 

international exhibitions such as Queernocopia curated by Myna Mukherjee under the 

Engendered platform, Delhi in 2022, and Momentum of Smell initiated by Mullegama Art 

Center in collaboration with the Sovereign Asian Art Foundation in 2022.  

A recipient of the Commonwealth Scholarship, Southeast Asia by the ICCR (2012), Chathuri 

won the prestigious Prince Claus Seed Award in 2023 and has been nominated for The 



Emerging Artist Award by The Arts Family, London (2022-2023). Chathuri’s residencies and 

workshops include All Right Angles with Colomboscope and Geoffrey Bawa Trust (2023), the 

Kal residency with Archive Books, Goethe-Institut Karachi, and Colombo (2021), and 

Artsathone by the British Council, Colombo (2019). She has been awarded a residency at the 

Rijksakademie, Amsterdam (2024) and will serve as the intersectional advisor for the Queer 

Stitches project at the Textile Museum, Tilburg, Netherlands. Additionally, she co-founded 

KAGUL, an initiative focused on Sri Lanka’s southern performative textile traditions and 

gender studies, which launched the FE project to empower marginalized communities, 

including queer individuals and rural women artisans.  

Chathuri Nissansala is currently an artist-in-residence at Rijksakademie, Amsterdam. She 

lives and practices in Colombo, Sri Lanka. 

 

LIACTUALLEE 

Liactuallee was born in 1995 in Sharjah, UAE. They graduated with a Bachelor of Fine Arts 

from the University of Minnesota – Twin Cities in 2016 and have earned a postgraduate 

diploma in Aesthetics, Criticism, and Theory from Jnanapravaha, Mumbai. By weaving 

ecological fiction into their work, Liactuallee invites viewers to explore alternative realities 

shaped by overlooked ecosystems and unconventional ways of thinking. This impulse 

emerges through the fluidity of their forms, speculative characters, and landscapes 

brimming with spontaneity and intricacy. 

Li works have been exhibited in both group and solo exhibitions, some of her solo 

exhibitions include Soft Invasions, Stitch-Punk Visions at Method Bandra, Mumbai in 2023; 

Constellations at Larson Art Gallery, St Paul, MN in 2017 and Tree Clocks at Appleby Art Hall, 

Twin Cities, MN in 2016. Her most recent group exhibitions include Memories from the Land 

at The Indian Museum, Kolkata in 2025; Stain Canon at Gallery XXL, Mumbai in 2024; Sā 

Ladakh, Disko Valley, Leh, Ladakh in 2024; Inception Grant Finalists Show at Art Incept, New 

Delhi in 2024; Joy as a form of resistance at Goethe Institute, Delhi in 2023; Imaginarium 2.0 

at Emami Art, KCC, Kolkata in 2022 and Learning Togetherness: Beyond Binaries at Kolkata 

Centre for Creativity, Kolkata in 2021, among others. They have participated in artist 

residencies, such as Hampi Art Labs (2024), Space 118 Mumbai, and Space Studio Baroda 

(2022). Liactuallee was recently an artist-in-residence for India Art Fair 2025, where they 

unveiled their outdoor installation Transmutations, which is now on view at the Museum of 

Solutions.  

Liactuallee lives and works in Mumbai, India. 

 

ROGHAYEH NAJDI 

Born in 1982 in Tabriz, Iran, Roghayeh Najdi’s practice is rooted in the lived realities of 

Iranian women and shaped by the cultural memory of her homeland. Trained in traditional 

painting at Tabriz University and later earning a degree in Art Research from Antwerp 



University. Najdi’s meticulously rendered works inhabit a surreal, psychological landscape 

where absence and presence are in constant tension. Women appear as negative 

forms—ghostly and de-identified—mirroring the erasure and suppression of female identity 

in a patriarchal society 

Najdi has held several solo exhibitions internationally, including Crossing the Shadows at 

Bavan Gallery, Tehran in 2024; Traces of Silence at Pedrami Gallery, Antwerp in 2022; 

Purification at O Gallery, Tehran in 2020; and Dream Tremors at Pedrami Gallery, Antwerp in 

2019. Her recent group exhibitions include Tabriz_Parallel Universe at Museum…Archive 

Nasser Bakhshi, Tabriz in 2025; The Observer and Archive of Memory at Bavan Gallery, 

Foundry, Dubai in 2025; I AM NOT WHAT YOU SEE OF ME at Fondation Francès, Paris in 

2024; Evocation Field at Mey Gallery, Los Angeles in 2024; and Woman, Life, Freedom at 

Pedrami Gallery, Antwerp in 2023. 

Roghayeh Najdi lives and practices in Tabriz, Iran. 

 

SHIVANGI LADHA 

Shivangi Ladha, born in 1991, India, is a visual artist and art educator whose practice focuses 

on printmaking and works on paper. She pursued BFA in Painting from the College of Art, 

University of Delhi in 2012, an MFA in Fine Arts from Wimbledon College of Art, University of 

the Arts London in 2014, and an MA in Print from the Royal College of Art, London in 2016. 

Through her intricate prints and delicate works on paper, Ladha explores the possibilities of 

collective belonging beyond the boundaries of caste, class, gender, and other social 

divides—reimagining what it means to come together. 

Ladha has exhibited widely in group shows internationally, her recent exhibitions include 

Gold/Silver at the Church of San Martin, Spain in 2024; Nabha Sparsh: Women Printmakers 

of India at the National Gallery of Modern Art, New Delhi in 2024; Rinse & Repeat at Hypha 

Studios, London in 2024; Low Volume at Dhi Art Space, Hyderabad in 2023; Is the Image 

Even Human at Instituto Cervantes, Delhi in 2023; and The Discerning Eye at Mall Galleries, 

London in 2023, among many others. She has participated in numerous residencies, 

including Art in Print Residence, Barcelona (2024); Women’s Studio Workshop, New York 

(2022); East London Printmakers, London (2019); and SNAP as a visiting artist-in-residence in 

Edmonton, Canada (2019). Ladha’s work has been recognised through several awards and 

grants, including the Global Talent Award from Arts Council England (2022), the Queen Sonja 

Print Award, Norway (2022), the Emerging Artist Award South Asia by TAF, London (2021), 

and a Production Grant from Experimenter, India (2020). 

Shivangi Ladha currently lives and works in London, UK. 

 

 

 



ABOUT VHC | VIDA HEYDARI CONTEMPORARY  

VHC | Vida Heydari Contemporary is an international art gallery in Pune specialising in 
contemporary art and representing established and emerging artists with diverse 
backgrounds, across a variety of mediums and genres.  
 
Founded in 2020 with an emphasis on authenticity, quality and innovation, VHC aims to 
contribute to the cultural fabric of the city. The gallery is committed to fostering the careers 
of its artists and sharing their work with a global audience, providing a platform for 
under-represented artists, presenting pioneering museum-quality exhibitions, positive 
collaborations, price transparency and offering a very hands-on and tailored high-quality 
experience.  
 
In less than four years from its inception, VHC has mounted significant exhibitions featuring 
local and international artists. It has also participated in some of the most prestigious art 
fairs, such as Art Basel Hong Kong, India Art Fair and Art Mumbai. In addition to the gallery 
program, VHC hosts talks, performances, workshops and educational programs to create 
engaging and enriching artistic experiences that capture the essence of life.  
 

VHC - Marvel Alaina, Lane 8, Koregaon Park, Pune, India. 

Web: https://www.vhc.art/ 

IG: https://www.instagram.com/vhc.art/   

FB: https://www.facebook.com/vhc.art/  

For interview requests and additional information please contact. 

E: info@vhc.art | T: +91 85308 60888​  

 

Press Kit: 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1tC2_McC-mezVCdCT7C6rwXqOQUiwvHPV 

 

Interviews can be arranged with the artists and the gallery director Vida Heydari. 
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